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Volvo Trucks HQ in 
the UK and Ireland 
has announced the 

appointment of a new boss to 
succeed Ulf Magnusson who 
has moved to the passenger 
transport side of things to 
become one of the top dogs at 
Volvo Buses in Gothenburg. 
Arne comes to the UK from 
the land of Oz where he was in 

charge of the whole shooting 
match for the last four years. 
Interestingly, before his Volvo 
career, Arne worked for a 
spell as mechanic and also 
as a truck driver. He was 
born in 1958 in Norway and 
has a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. In its UK and Irish 
drivers and operators, Volvo 
has some of the most loyal 

fans any truck firm could wish 
for. We’re sure he’ll receive 
a warm welcome over here 
and we wish him well in his 
new job. Our only advice to 
Arne while he’s familiarising 
himself with the quaint ways 
of truckers up here in these 
overcrowded islands is ‘don’t 
believe everything you read in 
the papers’ (you’re fired Ed). 

NEW MD 
FOR VOLVO 
TRUCKS UK
Arne Knaben who is the new boss at Volvo Group UK.

Famed for their heroically liveried, tartan clad trucks, Scottish haulier Pollock 
(Scotrans) have taken delivery of ten new Volvo FH tractor units. The recent 
arrivals mark a presence of almost forty years for Volvo Trucks within Pollock’s 

fleet, as the company bought its first F86 six-wheeled rigid back in 1974. The new 
trucks were supplied by Volvo Truck and Bus Centre North & Scotland, Edinburgh and 
the ten FH 6x2 tractor units are all fitted with 500hp engines, Globetrotter XL cabs 
and Volvo’s I-Shift two pedal box. Nine of the vehicles will be used on Pollock’s front 
line, long distance transport operations across the UK, whilst the tenth arrival will be 
double-shifted on a mix of tipper and retail distribution work. ”We always had at least 
30 FH tractor units in our fleet from the mid-1990s onwards,” noted Scott Pollock 
adding, ”the latest FH range offers an unrivalled driving environment for our long 
distance staff and we’ve always found Volvos to be extremely reliable.”
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Volvo Trucks. Driving Progress

Envy

A recent TruckNet UK survey revealed Volvo Trucks to be the most desired truck to drive.  
For those of you missing out, don’t delay, call or email the ride and drive team today!

To request a test drive, call 0116 2327421, email volvoevents@cwa.co.uk or scan the QR Code

The UK’s most desirable trucks*

*Source: TruckNetUK.com preference poll 2013.

www.facebook.com/volvotrucksuk

www.twitter.com/volvotrucksuk

www.volvotrucks.co.uk

52560
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This year’s August Bank 
Holiday Sunday’s 
convoy by the East 

Coast Truckers was blessed 
with good weather and a 
fine turn out on the prom 
at Yarmouth. Thousands of 
holidaymakers and residents 
lined the sea front from end 
to end to catch a glimpse of 
the 81 trucks that took part. 
They included 24 Volvos 
that were in the procession 

that made its way along the 
Norfolk coast, ranging from 
Mark Farrow’s immaculate 
NH12 to new FHs belonging 
to Volvo stalwarts Medlers 
and many others. The convoy 
has been held each year 
for 28 years in aid of the 
East Coast Truckers charity. 
These fantastic people hold a 
number of fundraising events 
throughout the year but the 
convoy is the biggest by far. 

Earlier in the day, the truckers 
took 86 disabled children for a 
real super day out at a theme 
park in Norfolk. The kids then 
accompanied the drivers in 
their cabs to take part in the 
sea front parade. Matt Fitch is 
one of the organisers and he 
had this to say: “As a driver 
myself, not only is it a great 
charity to be involved in, it’s 
also a great interest to me. 
Children love trucks’ so why 

should these be any different. 
In my time here, I’ve seen the 
charity help many family’s 
along the way, from a free 
holiday in one of our holiday 
homes in Great Yarmouth 
or to a specially adapted 
wheelchair. Nothing is too big 
a problem. It’s a great feeling 
riding along the seafront, it 
brings a lump to the throat 
and a tear to the strongest 
eye.”

EAST COAST TRUCKERS CONVOY

The Kinlochbervie 
FishSelling Company 
has renewed its two-

vehicle fleet with a pair of 
new FH Volvos. The 540hp 
Globetrotter XL tractor units 
are the first Volvos to be 
operated by the firm, which 
is a subsidiary of The Don 
Fishing Company Ltd of 
Peterhead. ”We chose the 
new Volvo FH after our two 
experienced drivers were 
extremely impressed with 
a demonstrator,” noted 
Kinlochbervie’s operations 

deliver fish to markets in 
Scotland, England and 
northern France. ”Our vehicles 
work continual nightshift,” 
Ian Munro continued, ”and 
usually leave the fish market 
in Kinlochbervie after 8pm, 
so the 24-hour operation 
of Volvo’s dealership at 
Inverness was also a big 
attraction. It means we 
can have safety checks, 
inspections and servicing 
done at a time that suits our 
demanding schedules.” Both 
trucks are also equipped with 

manager and fish salesman, 
Ian Munro. ”We’ve specified 
Volvo’s I-Park Cool system 
which allows our drivers 
to sleep with a controlled 
cab climate during the day, 
without needing to run the 
engine,” he noted. I-Park Cool 
air conditioning is factory-
installed, integrated into the 
cab ventilation system and 
has no impact on external 
aerodynamics. Complete 
mechanical reliability is a 
crucial operational factor 
as the Kinlochbervie trucks 

extensive additional driving 
lights. “These extra lenses are 
not just for show,’ informed 
Ian Munro adding, ‘to cross 
from the west to east coast 
in the Highlands, we use 45 
miles of single track down 
to Lairg and then climb over 
Struie hill to join the A9 at 
Skiach services. This high 
level route is notorious for 
deer crossing the tarmac 
at night and our drivers 
must be able to see them 
early to avoid any potential 
collisions.”

KINLOCHBERVIE FISHSELLING’S FIRST VOLVOS

Driver Terry Bartlett has won the charity prize draw organised 
by Riches Transport of Thetford. The draw was held in 
support of the children’s charity ‘Educator’s Trust India’. 
Riches Transport is a keen supporter of ‘Educator’s Trust 
India’, which is based in Goa, India. They have been involved 
with the children’s charity since it was founded four years 
ago. They are also involved in supporting the charity ‘El 
Shaddai’ which helps relieve the suffering of homeless 
children in Goa. As part of its good works, ’El Shaddai’ also 
runs a children’s hospice.  The prize for the one lucky winner 
was to have a name of their choice featured on the front of 
one of the company’s fleet of Volvo FHs. The draw, which 
was held at the end of August, was won by Terry who elected 
to have the name of his wife Rowena Clare emblazoned on 
the front of his truck. Riches trucks are usually named after 
female family members so ‘Rowena Clare’ looks perfectly in 
keeping with the rest of the smartly turned out fleet.

DRIVER TERRY WINS ‘NAME MY TRUCK’ CHARITY DRAW

(left to right) Chris Riches, Terry 
and Rowena Bartlett with the FH 
that Terry drives.
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THOMAS HARDIE COMMERCIALS LTD
VOLVO TRUCK DEALER & DISTRIBUTOR FOR THE NORTH WEST & NORTH WALES

DEESIDE    LIVERPOOL    MIDDLEWICH   PRESTON   TRAFFORD

newhartdiead.indd   1 7/2/13   09:41:40

The safety belt 
doubles the chances 
of survival in a 

serious road accident. 
Nonetheless,
half of all truck drivers 
choose not to use their 
safety belts. That is 
something that Volvo
Trucks wants to change. “If 
more road users wore their 
safety belts, more than 
7,000 lives would be saved 
every year in the EU alone. 
Professional drivers should 
serve here as an example,” 
says Carl Johan Almqvist, 
Traffic & Product Safety 
Director Volvo Trucks. 
According to a recent 
report by the World Health 
Organisation, the chances 
of surviving a serious 

road accident are doubled if 
the driver or passenger uses 
a safety belt. Today there is 
legislation requiring safety belt 
usage in 111 countries. As of 
2006 compulsory belt use has 
been required in the EU for 
both cars and trucks. “In recent 
years belt usage has increased 
among truck drivers, but even 
so, fewer than half use the 
safety belt. And that’s despite 
the fact that both our own and 
other European research has 
revealed that at least 50 percent 
of truck drivers who lost their 
lives in traffic
would have survived if they 
had been belted in. Of all 
truck drivers involved in fatal 
accidents, only five percent 
were wearing their safety belts,” 
says Carl Johan Almqvist. A 

recent survey conducted by Sweden’s NTF 
road safety organisation based on observations 
of more than 700 truck drivers and interviews 
with more than 200 of them between 2011 
and 2013 confirms this picture. Most said they 
used safety belts when driving a car, but only 
half did so behind the wheel of their truck. 
Among the reasons given were that it is difficult, 
inconvenient or time-consuming to put on and 
take off the belt. “Bearing in mind that the safety 
belt can spell the difference between life and 
death, these
are not particularly credible excuses. At Volvo 
Trucks we invest considerable resources in the 
development of accident-prevention systems, 
but as long as the human factor plays such 
a big role it will never be possible to entirely 
eliminate the risk of road accidents. I would 
therefore encourage both haulage firms and 
drivers to do what they can to improve safety. 
The simplest measure of all is naturally to use 
the single most important safety feature on 
board - the safety belt.”

OF DRIVERS DO 
NOT BELT UP

50%

Top Right:
CJ Almqvist
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It’s fair to say that, in 
many operators’ opinions, 
Volvo dealer workshop 

technicians are something 
of an elite bunch. According 
to Volvo Trucks, the training 
on offer to their dealer 
technicians, from apprentice 
to master levels, is among 
the most comprehensive 
available. From what we 
hear, the sky’s the limit 
when it comes to career 
prospects too, with quite 
a few of Volvo’s managers 
starting out as technicians 
or apprentices.  VTD talked 

Q: What are your aspirations 
for the future? 
A: Within the next five years 
I would like to reach Master 
Technician level, and then 
hopefully go further within 
Thomas Hardie Commercials.

NAME: Darren Bardshaw
Q: How long have you served 
as a technician?
A: I have spent nearly 20 years 
at Volvo, 16 of which I have 
been working as a frontline 
technician. In this role, I am 
the first point of contact for the 
bus and  coach industry, 

to two Volvo workshop 
technicians from Thomas 
Hardie Commercials. This is 
what they had to say: 

Technician talks.   

NAME: Chris Williams
Q: How long have you served 
as a technician? 
A: Five years.

Q: What qualifications do you 
have, and which of these have 
you achieved whilst  
working as a technician? 
A: I have gained diplomas 

and I diagnose and repair 
vehicles for the Manchester, 
Merseyside and North Wales 
areas.

Q: What qualifications do you 
have, and which of these have 
you achieved whilst working as 
a technician? 
A: I have City & Guilds levels 1, 
2, and 3, and I have completed 
more than 25 training courses 
at locations such as Warwick 
and Liverpool. I have recently 
become an IMI assessor, 
which allows me to teach 
hybrid training to technicians, 

at IMI Levels 1, 2 and 3, for 
maintenance and repair of  
heavy vehicles. 

Q: What is the best part of  
the job? 
A:  I especially like attending 
breakdowns, because you 
tend to learn a lot more about 
the job and the vehicles in 
these scenarios. There is also 
a lot of satisfaction when you 
fix the vehicles, because you 
never really know what to 
expect when you get the call-
out, as they are all different.

and I have also been promoted 
to become a bus and coach 
trainer where I teach Thomas 
Hardie technicians.
 
Q: What is the best part of  
the job? 
A: Being my own boss and 
controlling my own workload 
to fit around the bus and 
coach network.

Q: What experiences have 
been the most interesting and 
most rewarding for you?
A: Travelling to different parts 
of the country and diagnosing 

Q: What experiences have 
been the most interesting and 
most rewarding for you?
A: Again, I would have to say 
breakdowns, but also the 
chance to keep up-to-date 
with new technologies. I’m 
always aware of new products 
coming onto the market, and 
the variety that we have to 
work on. I maintain, and fix, 
everything from old vehicles, 
right up to brand new models. 
This means there is a nice 
variety of jobs that I have to 
carry out.

faults that other people 
can’t resolve, and then 
fixing them to the highest 
standard possible.

So, if you are 
interested in a career 
working with the best 
looking trucks, the very 
latest technology and a 
company that respects 
and values its frontline 
people, maybe you 
should check out the 
jobs at your local Volvo 
dealership. 

RECRUITMENT Special

Time To Change 
To Volvo  
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Research conducted by 
the Transport Research 
Laboratory shows that if one 
of the axles on a tandem-axle 
semi-trailer is misaligned 

by just one degree, fuel consumption 
will increase by around 3%.  If it is two 
degrees out, then it will rise by 8%.  
The increased drag means the trailer 
doesn’t pull smoothly and soon 
becomes the one that always sits in 
the corner of the yard because nobody 
wants to take it out.

Why wheel alignment is necessary
If the wheels on a commercial vehicle 
are misaligned by only a small amount, 
this can have a significant impact on 
the handling characteristics of the 
vehicle, reduce tyre life and play havoc 
with fuel economy. 
It is said that at a constant 56 mph, 
about one third of the vehicle’s horse 
power is used to overcome the rolling 
resistance of the tyres and this is 
primarily affected by tyre selection, tyre 
pressure and wheel alignment. 

What causes wheels to go out of 
alignment?
Every time a vehicle mounts a kerb, hits 
a pothole or runs along the verge there 
is a chance that the wheel alignment 
could be affected and repeated 
knocks over time will undoubtedly mean 
the alignment will need to be reset. Every 
time a ball joint, track rod end, steering or 
suspension component is changed, again the 
wheel alignment will need to be reset.
When confronted with a tyre wear issue, 
it is also necessary to investigate other 
contributory factors like tyre pressures, tyre 
selection, warn mechanical components 
(bearings, ball joints, suspension etc.). It 
can be a waste of time undertaking wheel 
alignment until these issues are put right.

When is the best time to check the wheel 
alignment?
Some operators wait until they see major 
tyre wear before getting the wheel alignment 
checked. However at this point the damage 
is already done and the money is down the 
drain. And it is not just the cost of replacing 
the tyres, as for every pound wasted on tyre 
wear around four pounds would have been 

wasted on fuel. Many fleet engineers now 
insist on a wheel alignment check as part of 
the vehicle’s annual MOT, as well as every 
time a steering or suspension component is 
replaced. 
Fleets that have adopted a preventative wheel 
alignment program have claimed fuel savings 
of 3-18% and improvement in tyre life of 
5–20%.

Signs and symptoms of incorrect wheel 
alignment
Often the driver will be the first person 
to highlight a potential wheel alignment 
problem. A misaligned vehicle may require 
the driver to make constant adjustments and 
“fight” to keep a vehicle straight down the 
road. It often seems like an extra load is being 
pulled.
Misaligned tyres often suffer an uneven wear 
pattern and an unnecessary build up of heat 
leading to premature tyre failure. If an axle is 
slewed back on the off side, then the outside 

edge of the nearside tyre and 
the inside of the outside tyre will 
show excessive wear. This can 
also be indicated by tyre wear on 
the steered axle.
Steer-axle wheels can either 
be parallel to the direction of 
travel, or pigeon-toed  (pointing 
a little towards one another) at 
the front edge. This is known 
as toe-in. Toe-out is where they 
point slightly away from one 
another at the front edge. Too 
much toe-in and you get rapid 
wear of the outside shoulders of 
the tyres. Too much toe-out and 
you get rapid wear of the inside 
shoulders. 
Sometimes the axles can be all 
aligned parallel, but at a slight 
angle to the centreline of the 
chassis. 
This causes the vehicle to “crab”  
but there will not necessarily 
be signs of tyre wear. However 
the crabbing effect dramatically 
increases wind drag which will 
significantly reduce fuel economy.

Is wheel alignment difficult  
to do?
Wheel alignment is not rocket 
science, but is does require 
care, attention to detail, and a 

methodical approach. Freeing up seized track 
rod ends that haven’t been touched for a 
couple of years is also a time-consuming task 
that many fitters would rather stay clear of. 
Also, one of the risks of wheel alignment 
is that measurement errors are not always 
apparent until several weeks down the 
road. It is only at this point when you 
find the customer come back demanding 
compensation for warn tyres, that you realise 
there was a problem. 
Like any task, proficiency comes through 
repetition and experience. If you find yourself 
needing to undertake wheel alignment most 
days it probably makes sense to own your 
own equipment, otherwise a mobile service 
that specialises in the task is often cheaper 
and more effective. 

n Steertrak offer a 24/7 Nationwide service 
and can be contacted on 01684 276700

Wheel alignment:
time to go straight!
High fuel and tyre bills can help force a haulier out of business given the tight 
margins on which most transport companies operate. Yet both these outgoings 
can be slashed dramatically by paying more attention to the subject of wheel 
and axle alignment 
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Manufacturers of Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems

TruckMax Limited 38c Europa Way, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, PE13 2TZ

Tel: 01945 479122 Email: info@truckmax.co.uk

TruckMax Ltd are manufacturers of and suppliers of Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems for 
commercial vehicles. TruckMax can offer various designs of Twin-Stack, Single Stack and Side 
Pipe exhaust systems and can also personalise each individual system to suit your requirements.

Truckmax are dedicated to designing 
and manufacturing Stainless Steel 
exhaust systems including stack 
systems, change-over valves and  
side pipes. 

The fitted systems for trucks are nothing 
short of amazing and the sounds achieved are 
guaranteed to scare the kids. 
Operators can choose big bore stacks with or 
without diverter valves as well as sleek-looking 
side pipes that fit perfectly under the side skirts. 
They also offer stainless storage boxes ‘that fit 
neatly between the twin stacks exhaust as well 
as really well engineered suzie panels. 
New systems are already available for the all 
new Volvo FH with an all Stainless Steel  
Twin-Stack Systems available even for the FH 
setup which has the Ad-Blue tank behind the 
cab (As per photo) and a single vertical stack 
conversion is available for standard bottom exit 
exhausts.  So give TruckMax a call now to see 
what they can do for your Volvo.

You can follow TruckMax on their dedicated 
Facebook & YouTube profiles: 
Facebook TruckMax Ltd & 
Youtube.com/TruckMaxLtd1

It’s all in the pipes!
In late 2011 TruckMax Ltd was born, based in Wisbech Cambridgeshire to design and 
manufacture bespoke Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems.

TruckMax Ltd TruckMaxLtd1

Unlock the Potential

www.powerchips.com

•	 Increased	BHP
•	 Increased	Torque
•	 Improved	MPG
•	 Reduce	CO2
•	 Better	setting	off
•	 Better	hill	climbing
•	 Improved	towing
•	 Fewer	gear	changes
•	 Smoother	driving	
	 experience
•	 Shorter	journey	time
•	 All	vehicles	are	custom	
	 tuned

Tel: 01260  279604 / 298532

PERFORMANCE ENGINEERING LTDPERFORMANCE ENGINEERING LTD

Unit 6, Newman Close, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4TR

Experts in commercial
vehicle remapping

Powerchips offer you electronic engine management upgrades
to improve many factors in the way that your vehicle performs

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE OF CHIP TUNING CARS AND COMMERCIALS

powerchips advert13.indd   1 23/08/2013   12:52
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CC Motorsports is the hobby and passion 
of Andrew Thorpe, owner of Cubicle 
Centre, a washroom cubicle manufacturer 
based in  Dewsbury. CC Motorsports is 
the name for his collection of classic and 
historic racing cars. The stable includes 
representatives of such famous marques 
as Lotus, March and Brabham. Although 
suitably shiny and highly polished, they are 
not concours cars, kept purely for show. 
Andrew Thorpe actually races the classic 
cars he owns. Of course, he could only 
opt for one truck to haul his ex-McLaren 
race trailer. That’s right, a new FH16-750, 
pictured here during a track testing day at 
Blyton Park, Lincolnshire. Anyone for a sub 
one minute lap time in a tractor unit? 

LOTUS 
POSITION
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If you’ve operated or 
driven trucks in the south 
of England, there’s a fair 

chance you would have 
heard of, or even used, the 
services of MC Group. With 
eight depots throughout 
the region – ranging from 
Blandford, Dorset in the 
south west to Witham in 
Essex over in the east, the 
company believes it has 
all bases covered when it 
comes to keeping Volvos 
on the road.
MC Group was formed in 

“The Volvo Service Point 
Online gives customers 
a good level of service 
because the service sheets 
are instant, and range from 
a pay-as-you-go service 
plan, to the Volvo Blue 
contract, which is a fixed 
monthly fee for servicing, 
up to Volvo Gold contracts, 
for full maintenance, up to 
contract hire as well,” he 
explains.
Specific to the MC Group 
network, three of the 
company’s facilities are 

1987 after the acquisition of the 
first dealership at Maidstone. 
Since then, the company has 
continuously expanded, and 
now boasts eight depots in 
the south of the country, all 
meeting the needs of Volvo 
drivers. Whether it is new 
vehicles for purchase or hire, 
repairs, or maintenance, MC 
Group, with its strong family 
links across the generations, 
and a management team with 
a wealth of experience in the 
transport sector, is always 
happy to help.

across the range, and roughly 
1,800 by  
this time next year.”
Once on the road, MC 
Group says is can tailor 
service packages and fleet 
management options to the 
customer’s requirements. “We 
recognise that Volvo is a very 
important part of our business 
and where we need to, we 
will maintain other types of 
vehicles, such as trailers, and 
refuse vehicle bodies, so that 
we offer a one-stop-shop for 
Volvo drivers,” reveals Hutchins.

As the company grew it was split into 
two divisions under the name MC Group, 
comprising of MC Truck and Bus and MC 
Rental. The latter covers the LCV market in 
addition to HGVs.
Employing around 330 people, MC Group  
turns over around £70 million a year. This  
figure is achieved with the help of more than 
1,500 vehicles on the rental fleet – 1,000 of 
which are Volvos.
This gives MC Group one of the largest rental 
fleets in the country, and this is a position the 
company wants to maintain.
Dave Hutchins, group sales director at MC 
Group, explains: “The business model at 
MC Group is unique to truck distributors 

in the country because we’ve got a large 
rental business alongside our own truck 
distributorship. Other truck dealers have rental 
companies but I don’t think there are any that 
have a vehicle fleet the size or diversity of ours.”
That rental fleet is growing, and Hutchins 
says he expects to see more additions soon, 
despite recent success on the truck sales side. 
“Because of the pending Euro 6 legislation, this 
year we’ve seen a lot of growth, and truck sales, 
in general, have been very good,” he reveals. “It 
is difficult to say what the demand will be like 
next year, but we’re predicting a slowdown in 
sales, which will hopefully mean more business 
on the rental side. I think we will be up to 
around 1,700 vehicles by the end of the year 

MC Group: Looking for 
new opportunities to 
grow the brand
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24-hour, and across 
the board, they offer 
tachograph maintenance, 
air-conditioning units 
servicing, and windscreen 
repairs all on-site. The 
company also sells 
and promotes Volvo’s 
Roadcrew, which relates 
to non-Volvo parts and 
helps non-Volvo truck 
drivers. Hutchins says 
that throughout the group, 
the sites have been quite 
successful in servicing 
non-Volvo trucks and 
subsequently converting 
the operator to Volvo 
products as a result. Parts 
deliveries take place twice 
a day at every MC Group 
depot, with 50% of the 

sites home to MOT test lanes, 
enhancing the level of service 
given to the customer and 
increasing their uptime.
Authorised Testing Facilities 
(ATFs) have also proved popular 
in the group, and there are now 
four such MC Group facilities, 
in Southampton, Burgess Hill, 
Maidstone and Hythe. “We are 
constantly looking at locations, 
and have often taken over, 
and run, other customer’s 
workshops,” explains Hutchins.
The goal, going forward, is to 
be the number one provider 
of commercial vehicles and 
associated services throughout 
the south of England, 
something that Hutchins 
believes is very possible. The 
hard part, he admits, is staying 

there when you reach that point. “We are 
aware of the challenge that this presents, but 
Volvo’s new product range gives us a boost, 
with a whole new set of vehicles to offer our 
customers.”
He adds that the whole group is working 
towards this goal, and references being 
awarded Dealer of the Year at the Motor 
Transport 2012 awards as evidence that all the 
hard work is paying off. He also maintains that 
staff retention is an important factor in what he 
describes as a people industry. He reveals that 
over 50% of the company’s staff have given 10 
years of service, which, he claims is quite an 
achievement, and testament to the environment 
that is created at each of the company’s sites.

From 4x4 pick ups & vans to tractor units

Non sign-written vehicles available 

With one of the most modern and diverse fleets 
in the country MC Rental are here to provide you 
with the vehicles and expertise to carry out your 
business with ease. From the biggest haulage or 
construction jobs to moving house, we’re here to 
help. Contact us for nationwide coverage backed 
up by great service.

Meet our Fleet

www.mcgroupltd.co.uk   
0800 652 3220

 Insurance available (conditions apply)

All hire type from daily to long term contract hire    

All makes & models 
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Whether you are an 
owner driver, a fleet 
buyer or a new 

start-up transport company, 
you have a much wider range 
of funding options nowadays 
than have ever been available 
in the past. 
A few years ago, the 
choices were much more 
limited. Things were pretty 
straightforward. You paid your 
deposit, often in the form of a 
part exchange, took out a hire 
purchase agreement, paid for 
it over three, four or five years 
and at the end of the term you 
owned the truck. 
Today, buying a truck could 
involve an operating lease or 
contract hire type arrangement 
in which you effectively rent 
the vehicle for an agreed 

and have covered between 
400,000 and 600,000 Kms 
and all have been maintained 
by Volvo from new. The offer 
is simple – the trucks will 
have all gone through a full 
safety inspection, with all 
significant cosmetic damage 
repaired, the tyres will have 
no less than 5mm of tread 
remaining and will of course 
be fully valeted. But, the 
potential cost savings come 
with the superb package of 
operational extras thrown in, 
12-month driveline warranty 
backed by Volvo, 12 months 
road fund licence, 12-month 
compliance package 
that includes all PMIs 
(Preventative Maintenance 
Inspections) and pre MOT 
inspection as well as the 

route simply because you 
can’t afford a new truck or are 
finding it difficult to arrange 
funding. 
If you decide on a used vehicle 
you then have the problem of 
selecting the right truck for the 
job. But what happens if your 
used truck breaks down and 
you cannot afford the repair 
bills? If you’re buying used, 
you need to be assured that, 
if something does go wrong, 
you will not be left high and 
dry. If buying used, there are 
of course a lot more risks 
attached than buying new. The 
major consideration is: who 
had it before and how well was 
it maintained? 
If the used truck you buy has a 
proven service history, ideally 
it will have come off a full 

Drive event, the VTD team 
took the opportunity to 
have a closer look at one 
of the vehicles on offer. It 
was an FH 460 with the 
Globetrotter XL cab. This 
one had covered just under 
420,000 kms and was first 
registered in 2010.  The 
interior condition was very 
good, with all switch blanks 
intact and no significant 
damage to the dash. The cab 
floor looked like new and 
with the exception of a little 
wear on the driver’s seat, all 
was in top-notch order.  The 
outside also looked spotless. 
The used team explained 
that the bottom half of the 
cab had had a full repaint to 
remove the previous owner’s 
unmistakable red paintwork. 

period, hand it back at the 
end of the term and then, if 
that is your choice, start a 
new contract with another one 
truck. This type of funding 
arrangement suits many 
types of operation – its main 
advantage being that the 
goods do not appear in your 
accounts as assets and are 
therefore ‘off balance sheet’ 
for accounting purposes. 
But what if you need assets? 
For many owner-drivers 
and small to medium sized 
businesses, assets help 
strengthen the balance sheet. 
They also provide a part 
exchange that can be offered 
as your deposit on a new 
truck. And if you are a new 
starter, you are more likely 
to go down the used vehicle 

annual MOT fee. To top it off, 
at the time of going to press, 
the buyer will drive away with 
a tank full of fuel. The finance 
package costs £3,995 + the 
VAT deposit then a 36-month 
HP agreement that has a 
weekly equivalent of £250 
per week, with the funding 
provided by VFS (Volvo 
Financial Services). Like 
all finance deals, they are 
subject to approval. At the 
end of the term, the vehicle is 
yours – no balloon payments, 
no hidden extras. Of course if 
you have a part exchange or 
want to put more cash down, 
then these considerations 
can be factored into the 
package. 
So, how good are the trucks 
on offer? At a recent Ride & 

bullets repair and maintenance 
contract with a major fleet, 
then hopefully the risks will be 
reduced. But remember – the 
less the risk, the more the 
screen sticker price for the 
truck. Or so you would think! 
The used team at Volvo Trucks 
have just put a package 
together based around a 
significant number of FH 
460s that have come to end 
of their contracts with two 
wellknown high profile fleets. 
The vehicles are all FH 460 
13-litre models and come 
with the Globetrotter XL cab 
finished in white but there 
are a few in other colours. 
A number also having the 
equipment to power walking 
floor trailers and tipper PTO’S. 
All are registered in 2010 

The cab corners and lights 
were in perfect condition, as 
were the side skirts, tyres 
and sliding fifth wheel.  
Whenever looking at used 
vehicles, it is vitally important 
that any prospective buyer 
weighs up the pros and the 
cons and tries eliminate as 
much of the risk as possible. 
Look at the truck history 
and find out how it has been 
maintained and by whom. 
The offer Volvo has on the 
table would appear to take all 
that risk away. 
Another important point 
is that these vehicles are 
available from stock so there 
is no undue waiting time.  
The best thing to do is to find 
out for yourself and call the 
sales team.

USED 
VOLVO 
VALUE: 
IT’S A 
DEAL!
Whether you are an 
owner driver, a fleet 
buyer or a new start-
up transport company, 
you have a much 
wider range of funding 
options nowadays 
than have ever been 
available in the past. 

By Matthew Eisenegger
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WE NEED
YOU!
AGENCY WORK FLEXIBILITY - PERMANENT JOB STABILITY

www.nationwidedrivers.com
0800 644 44 33

HGV DRIVER?

Truck drivers make the ideal target 
for fraudsters as they are more 
likely to be insured and the fact that 
as trucks are heavy, they are more 
likely to cause damage. 

So, what is out there in the market to help you 
prove your innocence? VTD Magazine had a 
look at the accessory market and we’ve come 
up with a sensible solution to help protect 
drivers and to help prove in the event of a 
slam-on that that the accident was a set-up. 
Available through Vision UK, the DVR 100 
was developed in response to the increasing 
demand from Health & Safety, Fleet 
Management and Insurance companies for 
a low-cost means of recording evidence of 
vehicle accidents, incidents and assaults on 
drivers.
DVR 100 is a small forward-facing camera 
that is mounted on the inside of the vehicle’s 
windscreen by a heavy duty adjustable mount. 

Power is taken either from either the 12v 
power supply or using 24v adaptor for heavy 
trucks and is hard-wired into the vehicle 
wiring harness.  And that is it. 
When active, the camera captures all 
eventualities in front of the vehicle and 
commits them to 16GB memory card. 
However it doesn’t end there. All recoded 
images are date-stamped so there can be no 
argument about when the accident occurred. 
The DVR100 has also an adjustable ‘G’ 
sensor that detects harsh acceleration and 
importantly harsh braking in line with a front-
end impact and commit these incident images 
to the hard drive of the system.

Part 1

Drivers can prove it 
wasn’t their fault
‘Slamons’ are technically-arranged accidents by fraudsters against an innocent third 
party, all to claim injury compensation from the driver who has been ‘stitched up’ in 
the accident!

Prices start from £149 
Within the kit you get the DVR100 Camera, power cable, set-up instructions. 



27  

Issue 7VTD MagazIne

26  //  volvotruckdriver.com

JC: Where does the 
passion for trucks come 
from?
PD: To be honest I don’t 
really know, but it’s always 
been there from as early 
as I can remember. Trucks 
were my favourite toys from 
the outset and only a little 
later I satisfied my curiosity 
in them with the Ladybird 
book of Commercial 
Vehicles, which featured an 
FB88 as it happens. There 
was no family connection 
to trucks or haulage and 
we lived in a small Market 
Town with no major 
through roads, but my dad 
did serve with the Royal 
Artillery in North Africa 
and Italy during the war, 
which inevitably brought 
him into contact with 
trucks and I know for a fact 
that he drove a Matador 
gun tractor so maybe 
something filtered through 
the DNA. 

JC: Why Volvo in 
particular?

PD: Well, things got really 
exciting for me in 1976 when 
one of my older sisters met 
a long distance lorry driver; 
I was eight and immediately 
bestowed hero status on 
him. Terry drove for a small 
family firm from Somerset with 
less than twenty trucks, R T 
Keedwell and was frequenting 
our corner of Essex that year 
as there was a shortage of 
hay in the west. When Terry 
began to drive an F88 290 I 
was immediately smitten by 
it. Everything about it seemed 
right to me, I loved the way it 
looked, smelt and sounded. I 
loved the cosy brown interior, 
the array of warning lights, 
which seemed like NASA 
Mission Control to me at the 
time, and the commanding 
position it provided over other 
traffic. I have many happy 
memories of the trips that I 
had in that F88, from passing 
under the Clifton suspension 
bridge to hiding under the seat 
as we entered the Sugar Beet 
plant at Bury-St-Edmunds, 
from brewing tea in the cab to 

watching aspiring Grand Prix drivers unloading 
timber from her with side-lift forklifts, from 
cold early morning starts to snug nights spent 
across the seats – she only had a single bunk.
By now it was the late 1970s and, although 
besotted with the F88, I was starting to notice 
another handsome truck bearing the same 
manufacturer’s name. This new comer was the 
F10/12 range and it was the first truck on which 
I obtained a brochure. Quite how many hours I 
pored over it is hard to say, especially as I still 
do to this day, but I was in awe of this range 
and couldn’t believe how a functional machine 
of work could look so good and have such a 
luxurious interior, it was better than most cars in 
the latter respect. Much later Volvo trucks were 
to prove significant to me once again when I 
passed Class 1 in Ipswich at the helm of an 
FH12 6x2.

JC: Why the books?
PD:  While reading a magazine article, I was 
horrified to see an F88 misidentified as an F89. 
It was at that point that I decided I would have 
to write a book on the subject myself so that 
I could outline the history and the differences 
of the types.  Of course, I was also interested 
in other trucks and confidently told my first 
publisher that there could be more, partly to 
swing the deal, and thus a series was born. I 
plan to write as long as I have a passion for the 
subject matter.

Volvo’s John Comer interviews well known transport author Patrick W Dyer about his latest book: Volvo F10 & F12 1977-83. 
The book, which is available in hardback and is published by Old Pond , is illustrated with over 200 photographs sourced 
from the Volvo archives and enthusiasts from across the UK. 

BOOK REVIEW
Author Patrick Dyer pictured with 
his latest tome while on a recent 
Steel Boys visit to Volvo Trucks 

HQ in Warwick. 

Volvo used trucks offer 

specifications 

Www.volvotrucks.co.uk/usedtrucks 

Volvo reserves the right to withdraw, delete, or change any informa�on given without previous informa�on.  Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the     Infor‐
ma�on set out above, Volvo reserve for incorrect informa�on given. 

SALES HOTLINE :  0844 417 9522                    Volvo Group (UK) Ltd 

Finance example 

12mths Volvo Driveline 
12mths Road Tax 

12mths ‘O’ Licence inspections 
Next MOT Inspection & Test 

Full tank of fuel 
No balloon, you own it at the end 

sa
le 

Terms and conditions apply, subject to 
status and credit approval. 

36mths HP 

£250pw (weekly equivalent) 

Deposit £3,995 + the VAT  

PX Welcome 

Finance lease available 

FH 13ltr 6x2 460 

Globetro�erXL 

2010(10) 

Ishi� 

400—600k kms 

Cd Player + MP3 

Some with Walking Floor PTO 

Choice of colours 

Volvo Maintained from new 

Excellent order 
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First Name ...................................................................................................................................................

Surname .......................................................................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................... Post Code................................

Telephone ....................................................................................................................................................

Email .............................................................................................................................................................

Terms & Conditions: Not suitable for children under 14 years of age. The winner will be notified 
within 30 days of the closing date either by letter, telephone or email. All entrants will be placed in 
a hat and selected at random by a third party. No money alternative will be offered. The winner’s 
name and county will be displayed in the next issue of CV Driver Magazine.

spot the difference

how to win:

Winner of Spring/Summer issue: P McBride of Lanarkshire           Winner will be displayed in the Autumn/Winter issue of VTD Magazine 

Corgi have supplied a 1:50 scales model of RC Robinson’s Haulage Volvo FH with Flatbed Trailer. Simply spot and mark clearly all the 
4 differences on the images above. Once completed either cut out or photocopy and post to: Volvo Truck Driver Magazine, 4th Floor, 
19 Capesthorne Drive, Eaves Green, Chorley, Lancashire PR7 3QQ Closing date 28th June 2013
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INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
CONTACT US FOR INSTANT ADVICE // Specialist Personal Injury Solicitors
representing professional drivers throughout the country

Call 01684 580 900 // 0800 138 1348 or claim online
www.hinchliffes.co.uk (mobile/device friendly website launching soon)

OUR SERVICE
> A specialist solicitor handles your claim from start to finish - with 100% commitment to you

> NO WIN - NO FEE

> Maximum compensation as quickly as possible - claim back your lost wages

> Years of experience - £Millions recovered for our clients

> Accredited by:  The Law Society & Association of Personal Injury Lawyers

> RECOMMENDED BY:  OUR CLIENTS

CV DriVer

30  //  CVDriVer.Com

Hi-Des ign and Aerodynamics :  exter ior  des ign features that  reduce wind res i s tance and add even more 

char acter  to i t s  unmistakable s ty le . 

Hi-Per formance and Ef f ic iency:  equ ipped with a  fu l l  r ange of  technology to min imise r unn ing costs  and 

eng ines des igned to de l iver  more power and more torque .

Hi-Rel iab i l i ty :  a  proven dr ive l ine that  has  been tested on the road in  excess  of  5 mi l l ion k i lometres .

Hi-Safety :  advanced sa fety  systems that  p lay a  key ro le in  sa feguard ing the dr iver, veh ic le  and load .

The New Stra l i s  Hi-Way:  Truck of  the Year  2013.

For f ur ther  in format ion or  to book a  test  dr i ve ca l l :   0800 915 0040

W W W . I V E C O . C O . U K

N E W

W I N N I N G

Iveco_CVDriver_0402.indd   Pg1 Mundocom UK 11/01/2013   08:32

DOCKLANDS LOGISITIC SUPPORT
INCLUDING

SAMANTHA’S DINER & BAR
• Fresh home cooked

food
• Locally sourced food
• Homemade Curries,

Lasagne, Pies & 
Puddings

• Everyone welcome

Breakfast served from 6.30am 
Meals served till 9pm

Opening 6.30 am till 10pm Mon-Thurs 
6.30am till 6pm Fridays

There’s more to us than meets the eye
Come & see what we have to offer 

@ Anderson Road, Goole.
• Diner • Bar • Toilets • Male/Female Showers 

• Container storage/Hire • Short term car storage 
• Long/Short term HGV parking • Truck Washing 

• Coaches & Caravan washing
Do you require a large venue on weekends to stage

events i.e. Car shows • Rallies vintage events etc
Contact us on  

T - 01405 766349 M - 07730792140 E - stutan@talktalk.net
Website address dlsgoole.co.uk

DOCKLANDS LOGISTIC SUPPORT
INCLUDING

SAmANThA’S DINeR & bAR
R

In a time where image is everything !!!

Official supplier

email: sales@ultimateid.co.uk   or    Tel: 01773 862762

R

Suppliers of Quality Clothing to professional companies who take image & safety serious.

Ultimate ID are proud to supply garments to a standard not just a price, We believe in value

for money that’s why we only supply clothing that performs & are sure won’t let you down.

We are official suppliers of Tranemo Workwear & Lyngsoe Rainwear within these ranges you’ll

find superior garments that perform to highest level in the of hardest Industries.

Our in-house Embroidery & Print service ensures quality results every time, 

We are a family run company, no middle-man you’re dealing direct.

Owner drivers to national companies, one driver pack to 5000 garments.

RECOVERY PACK

2 X HI-VIS TROUSERS NAVY / ORANGE

4 X PREMIUM POLO’S WITH POCKET

2 X LONG SLEEVED VESTS CLASS 3

1 X Lr32 WINTER RAIN COAT NAVY / ORANGE

Top Quality Garments, designed to perform & last. 

Don't confuse these items with cheap substitutes!

Main Garments by TRANEMO & LYNGSOE

Pack price includes decoration with your company name or logo.

Price includes mainland UK delivery. 
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Call or e-mail to Order

Night Out Pack

5 x Premium Polo’s

2 x Heavy Sweatshirts

1 x Full zip fleece

2 x Driver HI-VIZ vests

1 x 45 L Holdall (Black)

1 x 30x50 Hand Towel (Black)

All colours Available

Sizes Small to XXL

Includes left chest Embroidered company name / Logo

Includes mainland UK delivery
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Pack examples

Click & Buy On-line

Dangerous Substances Training Centres
at Warrington and Wakefield
ADR, DCPC, Forklift, H&S

Courses can be tailored to suit

Various consultancies inc DGSA

Tel: 07915 610232
Fax: 0844 3581400

carl@transchemtraining.com
www.transchemtraining.com

Dangerous Substances 
Training Centres at 

Warrington 
and Wakefield

ADR, DCPC, Forklift, H&S 
Courses can be tailored to suit

Various consultancies inc DGSA

Tel: 07915 610232
Fax: 0844 358 1400

carl@transchemtraining.com
www.transchemtraining.com

Bradmoore Drivers Ltd.
LGV 1 DRIVERS REQUIRED FORCONTRACTS IN WELLINGBOROUGH,CRICK, NORTHAMPTON,MILTON KEYNES AND FENSTANTONCall for further details
• Minimum 18 months experience

• Accommodation available
Excellent rates of pay -

up to £13 days and up to £17 weekends

Driver CPC Training Available
Approved Jaupt Training Centre
LGV & PCV Drivers Welcome

Transport Company Training Options
Training available across the East Midlands

Contact John or Karl on: 01604 491224
or email: john@bradmoore.co.uk

AGY

Continental work based in Holland

CVD_feb.indd   30 20/2/13   12:24:58

Popaloo is a lightweight, 
compact, durable and 
comfortable toilet for rest 
periods.

Popaloo fits easily on to 
the engine hump ledge and 
allows for a very relaxed 
“comfort break” within the 
confines of the cab. When 
not in use it stows away 
easily taking up a space of 
just 420mm square x 90mm 
high.
 
The toilet uses a dry powder 
bag system, which totally 
encapsulates the waste, 
when finished simply knot 
the bag and dispose of 
responsibly.
Popaloo comes with ten 
powder bags, wet wipes and 
emergency toilet tissue all 

for £49.95 + VAT total £59.95  
(Plus P+P)
We also offer tent variants 
for complete privacy outside 
of the cab.
 
Full details and purchase 
methods are available at:

www.popaloo.co.uk 
 
It’s something we all have 
to do…
But it’s a lot nicer with a 
Popaloo.

Popaloo,  
Exchange Close,  
Lincoln,

T: 01522 687059 
E: info@popaloo.co.uk

POPALOO 
IS IT A TRUCK DRIVERS EVO’LOO’TION?

OPEN POPALOO

CLOSED POPALOO

Volvo Trucks. Driving Progress

THE SCIENCE
OF COMPLIANCE

ROAD
WORTHINESS Traffic

enforcement

Safety

Monitoring

52560

Ignorance
IS NO DEFENCE
Our science of compliance  
keeps you informed

Ever changing Traffic Enforcement legislation and stringent penalties 
mean that it is more important than ever to stay up-to-date with the 
latest regulations. 

With Volvo’s impressive range of solutions, your business stands the best 
chance of being judged as compliant in the event of a roadside check.  
Real-time onboard fault diagnostic systems, active truck load monitoring 
systems and Dynafleet Online keep you safe, legal and in control.

To find out how your local Volvo Truck dealer can turn our science 
into your success visit www.volvotrucks.co.uk/compliance 



ADBLUE

NOT CLASSIFIED 
AS HAZARDOUS 

MATERIAL 
ACCORDING TO 
EC DIRECTIVE 

67/548/EC

AUS32       ISO 22241
NON  
HAZARDOUS
Before use check all seals are intact. Do 
not remove any labels. Packaging 
without labels will not be accepted for 
return. If the seal in the cap is broken, 
the full deposit will be charged to you. 
Recommended storage temperature 
between  -10C and +35C. Do not store 
outside in direct sunlight. In case of skin 
contact flush skin with water. In case of 
eye contact, wash out thoroughly with 
water and seek medical attention. Use 
only with diesel engined vehicles 
equipped with SCR technology in 
accordance with vehicle manufacturers 
instructions.

R

FREE 

PUMP WITH 

BARREL

3 CASE

OFFER
ONLY 92p

EACH! 10 BAG

OFFER

ONLY £7.95

EACH!

3 CASE
OFFER

ONLY £1.39
EACH!

ADBLUESUPER DEAL!

RING JENNY AND HER ANGELS ON 01634 245666
www.jennychem.com    jenny@jennychem.com

DE-ICER
Fast acting, 
de-frosts & prevents 
frost down to -15˚!
300ml AEROSOL 98p
500ml TRIGGER  £1.49
(case size x 12)

ANTIFREEZE
Mono-ethylene glycol 
3yr antifreeze special 
inhibitor package.
25ltr £44.50
210ltr £284.00

LONG LIFE 
ANTIFREEZE
Mono-ethylene glycol 
5yr antifreeze special 
inhibitor package.
25ltr £49.50
210ltr £325.00

ROCKSALT
De-icing salt
25 KILO BAG 
ONLY £9.95
1 PALLET
= 49 BAG
£6.50 EACH

RADBLUE AUS32
Conforms to ISO22241
Manufactured under strict conditions 
to ISO accredited standards
25ltr £19.50 = 78p / ltr
210ltr £119.50 = 56p / ltr
1000ltr £370.00 = 37p / ltr
(NO TANK DEPOSIT!!)

SCREEN CLEAN
Concentrated screenwash 
with antifreeze
25ltr £34.50
210ltr £199.00

R


